Robotic radical parametrectomy with pelvic lymphadenectomy: our experience and review of the literature.
To evaluate the feasibility and safety of robotic radical parametrectomy (RRP) and pelvic lymphadenectomy for the management of occult invasive cervical cancer or local recurrence of endometrial cancer and to compare our outcomes with the evidence available in the literature. Starting from 07/2008 consecutive patients submitted to RRP have been included in this study. A comprehensive literature review of published papers about this subject was carried out. During the study period 11 patients were managed; 7 and 4 patients had an occult cervical cancer and a vaginal recurrence of endometrial cancer, respectively. One intra-operative and one post-operative complications were recorded. Neither conversion to laparotomy, nor blood transfusions occurred. Three women required further adjuvant therapies. After a median follow-up of 19 months (range 8-36) one recurrence has been detected. The outcomes of other 200 women from 15 different papers have been collected and compared to our findings. Robotic surgery represents an effective alternative to accomplish radical parametrectomy with comparable results of those reported in the literature in terms of feasibility and safety. RRP is certainly a demanding procedure which however avoids radiotherapy in more than 80% of cases.